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COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS — CONSIDERATION 

Committee 
The Chairman of Committees (Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm) in the chair. 

Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission — Fifth Report —  
“Annual Report 2008–2009” 

Resumed from 22 September 2009.  

Motion 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

In so moving, I will highlight a few matters arising from the report. As you would be aware, Mr Chairman, the 
reporting period was from 1 July 2008 until the end of the financial year in 2009. At the beginning of the 
reporting period, the committee was chaired by Hon Ken Travers and was focused on a resolution of the issues 
that were in dispute at the time between Mr Malcolm McCusker, the then parliamentary inspector, and the 
Commissioner of the Corruption and Crime Commission. That issue received quite a bit of attention and 
publicity. The former committee then ceased to exist when the Legislative Assembly was dissolved on Thursday, 
7 August 2008, due to the calling of the early election at that time. 

Following the outcome of the election, on 26 September 2008 the Corruption and Crime Commission tabled its 
report, entitled “Report on the Investigation of Alleged Misconduct Concerning Mr Stephen Lee, Mayor of the 
City of Cockburn”. 

The current Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission of the thirty-eighth Parliament 
was established on 25 November 2008. It was, of course, Hon Ray Halligan who then became the chair of the 
committee. The committee resolved on 4 December 2008 to continue the work of the former committee and to 
hold a formal inquiry into the functions, powers and responsibilities of the CCC and the parliamentary inspector 
as they pertain to each other. On 18 December 2008, the CCC made an urgent ex parte application to the 
Supreme Court of Western Australia seeking an injunction to restrain the then parliamentary inspector from 
presenting or tabling his proposed report, which was critical of the CCC’s report on Mr Lee. The application for 
an injunction failed, and the parliamentary inspector tabled his report on 24 December 2008. The committee 
urgently convened and on 24 December 2008 tabled its first report of the thirty-eighth Parliament, entitled 
“Parliamentary Inspector’s Report Concerning Mr Stephen Lee”.  

It is important to note, and I draw to members’ attention, that on 4 February 2009 the committee then hosted a 
day-long workshop which was attended by the following people: Hon Len Roberts-Smith, QC, RFD, who is, of 
course, the Commissioner of the Corruption and Crime Commission; Hon Chris Steytler, QC, who is the current 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission; Mr Malcolm McCusker, AO, QC, who is of 
course the former parliamentary inspector; Mr Ken Martin, QC, who at the time was the acting parliamentary 
inspector; Ms Gail Archer, SC, who continues to be an acting commissioner of the CCC; and Mr Murray Alder, 
who is the Principal Legal Officer to the Parliamentary Inspector of the CCC, and continues to hold that role to 
this date. Following the workshop, the litigation between Mr McCusker and the CCC was discontinued on 
6 February 2009. I take this opportunity to pay tribute to the strong leadership of Hon Ray Halligan, as I am 
informed that he played a significant factor in the resolution of that dispute. 

In February 2009 the committee travelled to Brisbane to gather evidence from the Queensland equivalent to the 
commissioner and the parliamentary inspector as well as from other officials. On 16 February 2009 the 
committee held a public hearing with the commissioner. A month later the committee tabled its second report 
entitled “Report on the Relationship between the Parliamentary Inspector and the Commissioner of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission”. In that report the committee pays tribute to the work of the former 
committee, which was chaired by Hon Ken Travers and upon whose work a substantial portion of the report was 
based. I believe—but stand to be corrected—that that report continues to appear on the notice paper as an order 
of the day for debate at some future time. 

One of the recommendations of the committee was that the parliamentary inspector should table his reports with 
the committee; and if after a period of 30 days the report is not tabled in Parliament by the committee, the 
parliamentary inspector can proceed to table his report directly to Parliament. This, of course, attracted some 
comment by Hon Adele Farina, who subsequently asked for the matter to be placed on the notice paper as an 
order of the day. Hon Ken Travers disagreed with the recommendations, saying that this would weaken the 
independence of the parliamentary inspector. Of course, I was not a member of the committee at the time. Since 
being appointed chair of the committee on 20 June 2009, I inform the house of my observation that there is a 
very good working relationship between the current parliamentary inspector, Mr Chris Steytler, and the 
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committee, to the extent now that the committee has proactively sought and received Mr Steytler’s advice in its 
current inquiry into organised crime. 

On 7 May 2009 the committee tabled its third report entitled “Robert Bilos”. This report concerned a complaint 
received by the parliamentary inspector from Mr Bilos. Mr Bilos’s complaint to the inspector was that an officer 
of the CCC may have improperly released to a third party his email complaint to the CCC. At that time Mr 
McCusker’s tenure as parliamentary inspector had come to an end and the new parliamentary inspector, Mr 
Steytler, had yet to be appointed. The task of investigating Mr Bilos’s complaint fell to the acting parliamentary 
inspector, Mr Ken Martin, QC, who is of course now a justice of the Supreme Court. Mr Martin’s investigation 
was conducted between 20 January 2009 and 26 February 2009, and Mr Martin concluded that there was no 
basis for any finding of misconduct against any officer of the commission. 

On 18 June 2009 the committee tabled its fourth report titled “Corruption and Crime Commission’s Response to 
the Select Committee into the Police Raid on the Sunday Times Report No 1”. I again acknowledge and pay 
tribute to the work of Hon Ray Halligan, as he has over many years made a tremendous contribution to the 
oversight of the fight against corruption in this state. I also acknowledge Hon Ken Travers, who was also a 
previous chairman of that committee and is still a member of this place. One of the strengths of this committee is 
that it has always worked on the basis of consensus and in a most unanimous way, even though there is a 
diversity of opinion from time to time. I also acknowledge the strong support of Legislative Assembly officials 
and committee staff. 

In conclusion, I also acknowledge the hard work of the member for Perth—who is, of course, the deputy chair of 
the committee and who brings a wealth of experience to the committee—together with the member for Swan 
Hills. Last but not least, Mr Chairman, I acknowledge your contribution to the committee and the hard work as 
well as the experience that you bring to the committee. It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the work of 
Mr Scott Nalder, our principal research officer, and also our second research officer, Mr Michael Burton, for 
their support to all committee members. 

Committee interrupted, pursuant to temporary orders. 
[Continued on page 5688.]  

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
 


